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Foreword

I n 1991, I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau as the faculty lead of a U.S. Army War College delegation 
that met with political and military leaders in Poland shortly after the demise of the Warsaw 
Pact. I have never forgotten that experience. I can close my eyes and still see the horror of that 

place that was witness to incredible inhumanity.
When Professor Charles Heller told me the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College 

(CGSC) was provided a congressionally directed grant by Congressman Steve Israel of New 
York to develop a program of instruction in concert with the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and 
Reconciliation (AIPR), I was excited by the opportunity. Addressing the prevention of mass 
atrocities and genocide that included seminars in Krakow and visits to Auschwitz-Birkenau, would 
provide a unique educational opportunity for our military leaders. It is one thing to study man’s 
inhumanity to man, it is quite another to stand in the place of so much evil and unspeakable horror 
and witness for oneself a massive purpose-built death camp. 

The U.S. Army is a learning organization. It provides a series of sequential and progressive 
schools that train and educate officers and enlisted personnel to assume ever-increasing levels of 
responsibility throughout their careers. One of the unique instruments used in education is the 
“staff ride.” The concept of the staff ride is to use the battlefield as a laboratory to help explain 
history, to better explain and understand lessons learned, and to examine military doctrine. As one 
who spent more than 15 years in Europe during my military career, I walked many battlefields 
throughout Europe—this made the history of warfare “come alive” and impressed upon me the 
power of reading history, walking the ground, and reflecting on the events that shaped the outcome 
of military engagements. It made perfect sense to me that if you wanted to fully appreciate and 
understand the importance of preventing mass atrocities and genocide, you must go to the place 
where a mass atrocity occurred—to see it, to touch it, and yes, to smell it.

Recently the United States National Security Strategy and the State Department’s Quadrennial 
Diplomatic and Development Review recognized for the first time the necessity for the United 
States to prevent genocide and mass atrocities. The U.S. Armed Forces, primarily Army forces, 
helped liberate Nazi extermination camps in Europe, helped prevent genocide in the Balkans, 
intervened to save lives and restore security in Rwanda, and are frequently called upon to restore 
order, feed the hungry, and relieve suffering around the world. Although the clarion call that 
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resulted from the Holocaust was “Never Again,” time and again evil men and murderous states 
commit genocide and are responsible for mass atrocities. 

Saber rattling in Iran, where they speak of “wiping Israel off the face of the earth” and other 
bellicose statements demonstrating their hatred of the Jewish state, is perforce unsettling for the 
Israelis and troublesome for the world community. While this type of talk is not new, Iranian 
development of nuclear weapons and missile delivery systems coupled with a religious ideology 
where martyrdom is celebrated, casts a new light on the threat of Israel’s destruction. Prior to 
World War II similar talk by Adolf Hitler and his acolytes was generally dismissed but now we 
know all too well that the Final Solution was more than an abstract concept. Clearly, evil men and 
evil states have demonstrated the capacity to do great harm. 

The CGSC Foundation teamed with the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College to 
conduct a series of symposia focused on ethics. In 2011 our symposium was titled, “Applying the 
Military Ethic across the Spectrum of Operations.” One of the topic areas of that symposium was 
the prevention of mass atrocities and genocide. Following the symposium we decided to publish 
selected papers in this Special Edition of the InterAgency Journal. 

We wish to thank Congressman Steve Israel and Senator Chuck Schumer for their vision and 
recognition of the importance of genocide studies at CGSC. We also thank Mr. Fred Schwartz, 
President, and Mr. Tibi Galis, Executive Director, of the Auschwitz Institute for Peace and 
Reconciliation and their staff for their support of the Raphael Lemkin Seminar for Genocide 
Prevention and finally to Professor Charles Heller for his vision, tenacity, and passion to create 
and sustain the mass atrocities and genocide prevention studies program at CGSC. 

In the end, all of this work would go unrecognized were it not for the financial support obtained 
by trustee A. Edward “Tony” Major who secured a grant from Ambassador Ronald Lauder that has 
enabled us to publish this work.  We are grateful for their support.
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