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Book Review

Reviewed by Ryan B. Rydalch
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

U.S. Government Counterterrorism:  
A Guide to Who Does What 
by Michael B. Kraft and Edward Marks. 
CRC Press, 2011, 407 pp. $69.95.

In U.S. Government Counterterrorism: A Guide to Who Does 
What, authors Michael B. Kraft and Edward Marks present a 
comprehensive look at how the U.S. government is organized to 
protect its citizens and fight terrorism. It is absolutely the definitive 
volume on the often confusing and complex government agencies with 
acronyms that confuse us all. The authors present a well-researched 

and understandable review of the roles, responsibilities, and regulatory guidance of all U.S. 
institutions that are involved with our ongoing struggle to provide a safe and secure environment 
for all citizens. This book is not only a review of the last ten years, but also provides great historical 
perspective as federal institutions adjusted to their expanded roles since the September 11th attacks. 

A great example of this expertise is found in chapter seven, titled “Counterterrorism Research 
and Development Programs.” The authors clearly outline the various funding mechanisms 
used throughout our government to expend tax dollars allocated for research and development 
programs—a topic many might find daunting to undertake. Kraft and Marks dig right in, concisely 
explaining and detailing how resources are allocated across the U.S. government. Their discussion 
of one of the primary venues for funding, the “Technical Support Working Group,” demonstrates 
the common sense approach the authors use to bring depth and understanding to complex 
organizations and terminology.  

Organized with two main sections and twenty self-contained chapters, the book allows a 
reader to delve quickly into a specific program or organization for a detailed review. Providing 
historical background along with the modern changes and appropriate legislation allows the reader 
to gain rapid insight and reduce confusion when faced with understanding how our government is 
organized to combat both foreign and domestic terrorism. While this approach is helpful, I suggest 
readers take the time to digest the entire book. Authors Kraft and Marks combine their extensive 
government and counterterrorism expertise to provide a resource that is rich with information 
for all of us. They do this devoid of any self-serving motive or intent to favor a specific group 
or project—just to allow the rest of us to raise our collective knowledge of the organization of 
the U.S. government and counterterrorism. U.S. Government Counterterrorism is a must read for 
anyone involved in the fight against terrorism, those studying national security, and those who 
want to understand how our nation is organized for that fight.


