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Worth Noting

Paper Details Joint Interagency  
Counter Trafficking Center Progress

United States European Command’s (EUCOM) Joint Interagency Counter Trafficking Center 
(JICTC) recently provided the Simons Center with an update of JICTC’s progress since its 
establishment. JICTC, modeled after U.S. Southern Command’s Joint Interagency Task Force – 
South, was stood up in September 2011 and was signed into EUCOM’s Theater Campaign Plan 
in April 2012. JICTC supports U.S. interagency and U.S. country team efforts, and collaborates 
with a variety of international organizations to counter illicit trafficking and other threats related to 
transnational organized crime (TOC).

JICTC takes a whole of government approach to trafficking and TOC issues, working with 
senior representatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, the Drug Enforcement Agency, the State Department, and other USG departments and 
agencies. JICTC also collaborates with other DoD organizations and international partners, such 
as the European Union, INTERPOL, EUROPOL, World Customs Organization, the UK’s Serious 
Organized Crime Agency, and their new National Crime Agency.

Illicit trafficking and TOC have grown rapidly. Trafficking networks distort economies, corrupt 
democracies, weaken allegiances, disrupt cooperation, and contribute to terrorism. It is estimated 
that 8-15% of the world’s GDP is the result of illicit trafficking in narcotics, persons, and nuclear 
materials. As of 2011, profits from illicit trafficking were estimated at over $7 trillion, and were 
expected to grow. Human trafficking alone is estimated to have created $21 billion in revenue in 
2011.

JICTC and their partners have cooperated on a variety of activities in the short time they have 
been in operation. For example, JICTC and U.S. Customs and Border Protection are working 
with Kosovo law enforcement on improving Kosovo’s border security techniques and border 
management system. JICTC also collaborated with the Department of Treasury to build Kingpin 
and Transnational Organized Crime Designation Sanctions against criminal organizations. JICTC 
also has a team of Counter Threat Finance Specialists who analyze financial activities of known or 
suspected trafficking organizations.

JICTC will continue its functional team approach in 2013, supporting partner efforts to 
counter the trans-Atlantic cocaine flow, providing counter-trafficking support in the Balkans, and 
countering illicit activity in Eastern Europe and Eurasia.  JICTC also plans on increasing their 
efforts on combating human trafficking with the help of the JICTC senior representative from 
USAID. JICTC will also continue to expand collaborative relationships and information sharing 
with international partner organizations.  IAJ
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