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Simons Center Meets with Federal Executive Board

On July 17, the leadership of the Simons Center and the Command and General Staff College 
Foundation met with leaders from the Kansas City Federal Executive Board and the heads of 
regional federal agencies at the Kauffman Foundation Conference Center in Kansas City, Mo. The 
event was co-hosted by the Kansas City chapter of Business Executives for National Security.

Participants included representatives from Business Executives for National Security, FBI, 
FEMA, USDA, Terrorist Early Warning Center, the U.S. Secret Service and the Kansas City Federal 
Executive Board. The group discussed challenges and possible solutions to cyber threats, as well 
as cybersecurity and the security and compliance needs of federal agencies and large corporations.

The purpose of Thursday’s meeting was to consider what topics related to cybersecurity would 
be the most advantageous and relevant to incorporate into the CEO roundtables the Simons Center 
will be hosting later this year. IAJ

Better Collaboration Needed Along Southwest Border

In June the Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report reviewing collaborative 
efforts among the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP), and other interagency partners along the U.S. southwest border. The report, GAO-14-494, 
describes how DHS uses collaborative mechanisms in Arizona and South Texas to coordinate 
border security efforts. The report also examines the extent to which DHS has established 
performance measures and reporting processes and how, if at all, DHS has assessed and monitored 
the effectiveness of the collaborative mechanisms in Arizona and South Texas.

GAO reports that the collaborative mechanisms used by DHS in Arizona and South Texas 
include the Joint Field Command, the Alliance to Combat Transnational Threats, and the South 
Texas Campaign. These mechanisms aided and enabled DHS and CBP in coordinating various 
border security efforts, including information sharing, resource targeting and prioritization, and 
leveraging of assets. For example, the Joint Force Campaign maintains an operations coordination 
center and clearing house for intelligence information, an asset in coordinating information 
sharing, while interagency partners target individuals and criminal organizations through the 
Alliance to Combat Transnational Threats. The South Texas Campaign leverages assets of CBP 
and interagency partners through resource distribution and by conducting joint operations.

GAO also found that DHS and CBP have established performance standards and reporting 
processes for the Joint Field Command, the Alliance to Combat Transnational Threats, and the 
South Texas Campaign. However, GAO believes there are opportunities to strengthen these 
collaborative mechanisms. GAO suggests that the collaborative mechanisms can be strengthened 
through assessing results across the efforts and establishing written agreements. IAJ


