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DHS Secretary Praises New NCCIC Leadership

In early August, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson announced leadership 
changes at the Department’s National Cybersecurity and Communications Integration Center 
(NCCIC). The NCCIC is the U.S. government’s 24/7 hub for cybersecurity information sharing, 
incident response, and coordination, and has been without permanent leadership for nearly a year.

Dr. Andy Ozment, Assistant Secretary of the Office of Cybersecurity and Communications, will 
assume overall and direct responsibility for the NCCIC, while Mr. John Felker, former Director 
of Cyber and Intelligence Strategy for HP Enterprise Services, will run day-to-day operations. 
“Dr. Ozment and Mr. Felker will provide a combination of operational experience, leadership, and 
strategic insight needed to take the NCCIC to the next level for our cybersecurity,” said Johnson 
in a statement.

The NCCIC analyzes private sector cyber threat information, and issues warnings to both 
government organizations and private companies. It is expected that the volume of data the NCCIC 
processes from the private sector will increase in the near future. IAJ

GAO Reviews State Bureau Collaboration

IThe Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report in July that assessed interagency 
collaboration between the State Department’s Bureau of Counterterrorism and other government 
entities. GAO’s report evaluates progress made by the Bureau to counter violent extremism, build 
partner counterterrorism capacity, and improve coordination since it was elevated to bureau status 
in 2012.

During their review, GAO looked at coordination on two Bureau programs, Countering Violent 
Extremism and Counterterrorism Finance. The reviewers looked for key practices of effective 
collaboration, such as efforts to define outcomes and accountability, bridge organizational cultures, 
and establish written guidance and agreements, and found the Bureau was generally in line with 
key collaboration practices.

GAO found that the Bureau generally has laid out the intended outcomes of coordination efforts 
in interagency agreements, and that both the Countering Violent Extremism and Counterterrorism 
Finance programs included interagency cooperation in planning and executing initiatives.

The report also examined the Bureau’s staffing and performance. IAJ

State Releases 2015 Trafficking in Persons Report

This July the State Department released the 2015 Trafficking in Persons Report. This is the 15th 
year the report has been published, and it is also the 15th anniversary of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act.

On July 27, Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights 
Sarah Sewell spoke at the roll out for the report, saying the report is “widely regarded as the gold 
standard for anti-trafficking information.” According to Sewell, “Not only do foreign governments 
look to its recommendations on how to improve, civil society relies on these pages to guide their 
efforts as well.”

The trafficking in persons reports examine how well governments, including the U.S. 
government, respond to human trafficking, and the 2015 report “places a special emphasis on 


