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The Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical Center (TEDAC) was welcomed to its new home at 
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama on February 16.

The multi-agency organization is made up of 30 partner agencies, including the FBI and the 
Departments of Defense and Homeland Security. TEDAC is responsible for analyzing and exploiting 
intelligence gleaned from improvised explosive devices (IEDs), which is then provided to the 
military, law enforcement, and the intelligence community.

TEDAC was formed in 2003, and was formerly located at the FBI Laboratory in Quantico, 
Virginia.
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Multi-agency center finds new home

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced in late January that the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC) will begin to provide human trafficking awareness training 
as part of basic training courses. The FLETC courses are used to train federal law enforcement 
officers and agents from every Cabinet level department, and will equip graduates with the ability 
to better recognize signs of human trafficking that they might encounter in their routine law 
enforcement duties.

Director Connie Patrick spoke of FLETC’s commitment to working with law enforcement 
partners to ensure the safety of their communities, saying “Through these new training curriculum 
taught as part of our basic training academies, thousands of frontline federal law enforcement 
personnel will be able to recognize and help those who are victims of this heinous crime.”
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DHS to provide human trafficking awareness training

GAO releases report on countering firearms trafficking

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) publicly released a report in February detailing 
U.S. agencies’ efforts in countering firearms trafficking in Belize, Guatemala, and Mexico. 

The report examines illicit trafficking across Mexico’s border with Guatemala and Belize, and 
the impact such trafficking has on law enforcement and U.S. security interests. GAO-16-235 reviews 
the activities undertaken by U.S. agencies to build partner capacity to combat firearms trafficking, 
and the extent to which they considered key factors in selecting the activities. The report also looks 
at the progress the United States has made in building such capacity.

GAO found that U.S. agencies and their implementing partners have undertaken a number of 
capacity-building activities that support counter-firearms trafficking efforts in Belize, Guatemala, 
and Mexico. According to GAO, U.S. agencies and implementing partners have achieved many of 
their goals, but could enhance their efforts to measure and report on progress.

GAO recommends that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives establish 
and document performance targets for its key counter-firearms trafficking activities, and that 
the Department of State work with other U.S. agencies and implementers to help ensure that 
progress reports identify key challenges and plans to address them. Both agencies agreed to these 
recommendations.
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