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DoD moves ahead with Space Force

The Department of Defense (DoD) is moving forward with the creation of the new Space Force 
called for by President Trump earlier this year.

DoD leaders are preparing to stand up three of four components of the Space Force: a new 
combatant command for space, a new joint agency to buy satellites for the military, and a new 
warfighting community that draws space operators from all service branches. The fourth component, 
an entirely new branch of the military, require an act of congress.

DoD officials will spend the remainder of 2018 preparing a legislative proposal to “fully 
establish” the Space Force, which they will submit to Congress early next year.

- Defense One

New DOJ task force to combat fraud

On July 11, the Department of Justice (DOJ) announced the establishment of a Task Force on 
Market Integrity and Consumer Fraud. President Trump signed an executive order establishing the 
task force on the same day.

The new task force will investigate and prosecute crimes of fraud committed against the U.S. 
government or the American people, recover the proceeds of such crimes, and ensure just and 
effective punishment of those who perpetrate crimes of fraud. These crimes include cyber-fraud; 
procurement and grant fraud; securities and commodities fraud; digital currency fraud; money 
laundering; health care fraud; tax fraud; and other financial crimes.

The task force will be led by the Deputy Attorney General, who serves as Chair, and the 
Associate Attorney General, who serves as Vice Chair, and will invite the participation of other U.S. 
government entities, including but not limited to the Departments of Treasury, Defense, Health and 
Human Services, and Homeland Security.

According to Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, “The President’s order directs the Task 
Force to invite participation from our law enforcement partners at many departments and agencies. 
By working together, we can achieve more effective and efficient outcomes. Drawing on our pooled 
resources, including subject-matter expertise, data repositories, and analysts and investigators, we 
can identify and stop fraud on a wider scale than any one agency acting alone.”

- Department of Justice

FBI study focuses on pre-attack behaviors of active-shooters

In June the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) released a study on the pre-attack behaviors of 
active shooters. The new report is Phase II of a previous study on active shooters that was published 
in 2014 and examined 160 active shooter incidents that took place in the United States between 
2000 and 2013.

Whereas Phase I of the study focused on  on the circumstances of the active shooting events 
(e.g., location, duration, and resolution), Phase II of the study assesses the pre-attack behaviors of 
the shooters, seeking to determine how active shooters behave prior to an attack and what motivated 
the attack.

The report’s key findings include shooter demographics, how the shooters obtained the weapons 
used in the attacks, target demographics, and other factors that motivated the attacks.

- Federal Bureau of Investigation


