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Future War:  
Preparing For The New Global Battlefield
Robert H. Latiff

Alfred A. Knopf, 2017, 192 pp.

Haunting, chilling, and realistic. In Future War: Preparing For the New Global Battlefield, 
Dr. Robert H. Latiff, retired Air Force major general, adjunct faculty member at the University 
of Notre Dame, and intelligence community member, warns wars in the future will be different, 
largely because of technological advancements, and as a result, soldiers will encounter more moral, 
ethical, and legal challenges. He declares “that in this century, war has morphed into something 
we can scarcely recognize and that future conflicts will be qualitatively and quantitatively unlike 
those of the past.” He argues that these advancements deserve scrutiny – rigorous debate – from 
the American public.

Future War is a quick, engaging read. Latiff succinctly articulates the challenges and technologies 
future wars will present. He weaves his case through an introduction and six chapters, exploring 
the new face of war; how we got here; effects future wars will have on the soldiers; society and the 
military; where do we go from here; and a plea to the U.S. public to engage in debates about the 
implications of rapid technology.

He begins with an ominous scenario where U.S. power grids are attacked, bringing industries 
to a halt. Think “Wall Street stops trading, hospitals running on backup generators, traffic lights 
stop working, while a private jet slams into a national security satellite set for launch from Cape 
Canaveral, and half a world away, commandos attack U.S. interests, initiating the first salvos of 
war.” A hypothetical of course; however, he sets the stage and presents a new reality that armies will 
likely not meet on battlefields of yesteryear. Instead, future conflicts will be fought by “hackers, 
financiers, drug smugglers, contracted agents, who will employ viruses, financial derivative tools, 
and cyber warfare and fought closer to home.”

Next, he examines the new face of war, asserting that tactics have changed. He asks readers to 
envision the employment of drones, precision munitions, cyberwarfare, viruses, and robots on the 
future battlefield. The U.S., he warns, must be prepared to engage countries with similar, and in some 
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cases, more advanced technologies. He cites a group of experts who “identified enhanced humans, 
robots, electronic warfare, and automated decision making as components of the battlefield in 2050.” 
Soldiers too will be different, “they will be linked to networks, where analysts monitor their physical 
health, state of mind, determine weapon and ammunition status, calculate performance contribution 
to the unit, and issue commands.” They will fight from greater stand-off distances, as robots and 
machines will conduct the closer fighting.” According to Latiff, “cyber-attacks, surveillance, and 
computers that will provide assistance to soldiers and resources in the field.”

Next, he explores how the U.S. arrived at this high-tech state. He reveals that for decades, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) has been researching and developing future combat systems. He 
provides a list of DoD and U.S. Air Force research priorities, including: “synthetic, biology, quantum 
information science, cognitive neuroscience, human behavior modeling, and novel engineered 
materials, and hypersonic vehicles, laser weapons, and autonomous systems.” Pentagon officials 
have known for years where future war was headed. The American public, he suggests, has not. 
This is ironic considering that [the U.S.] “is obsessed with technology; [in fact] it seduces us.” 
Public disengagement from what is going inside the research laboratories (and being employed on 
the battlefield) could be dangerous. He suggests that the public needs to awaken and fast.

Because these advancements will certainly impact soldiers, the public should be concerned. Latiff 
reveals that future soldiers may be provided “cognitive-enhanced drugs to improve performance 
effectiveness and operational tempo,” posing legal, ethical, and moral challenges. What are the 
implications of medically enhanced soldiers on the battlefield, he asks? Are they morally or legally 
responsible for their actions? Neurological implants are a consideration as well. What does this 
mean for soldiers? Could they be hacked by rogue actors? Latiff presents robots on the battlefield 
as another challenge. Robots, “are helpful, as they do not get emotional, and do not struggle with 
ethical dilemmas.” But when a robot refuses an order, then what? To say that robots on the battlefield 
are a panacea, and will keep soldiers out of harm’s way, is shortsighted. Their roles on the battlefield 
are worthy of debate.

Latiff takes on the relationship between society and the military. He asserts, that “since Vietnam 
there has been a significant chasm.” Latiff declares the population has little interest and that the 
willful ignorance of the American public…will have dangerous consequences.” Part of the problem 
is “U.S. arrogance, hubris, and exceptionalism.” This mindset puts the U.S [population] in a trance, 
thinking “its technological prowess will be unquestionably superior to all potential enemies,” and 
creates a disconnection and abdication of oversight responsibility. This is likely a reason why the 
U.S. is in a state of perpetual war.

With that, Latiff spends a chapter exploring where the U.S. goes from here. He believes the 
“public will continue to allow the politicians to send the military to war for reasons having nothing 
to do with security.” He blasts the public’s naiveté and the politician’s ignorance, suggesting that 
neither is up to the task to discuss or debate the U.S. going to war. Sadly, he may be right. The 
American public seems consumed with other details of life, and are content to allow the politicians 
to lead the country down their chosen path.

Readers could agree that technology changes fast and it is hard to keep up with. This idea, 
however, that “the U.S. population is disengaged from significant security issues” is problematic. 
There is too much at stake for the citizenry to be asleep at the wheel. Throughout, Latiff constantly 
reminds readers of the challenges on the modern battlefield. The American public must understand 
implications and consequences of these initiatives. He warns that “if we do not debate the use of 
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new weapons, we may find there is no turning back once these systems get out of control.” Further, 
he suggests that “the public [needs to] engage in a robust debate to determine what our military 
interests are and to know, when, and how [their] forces fight.”

I enjoyed the book, and applaud Latiff for writing a timely, honest book on the complexion of 
future wars. I recommend this book to policy makers, defense officials, service members, and foreign 
policy enthusiasts, not to mention, the American public. Members of these communities must be 
aware of the impending consequences and challenges of future wars and the roles they play. IAJ

Reviewed by Dr. Kira Hutchinson
Director, Critical Thinking Enterprise, U.S. Army Training 
and Doctrine Command, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

The Future of Leadership:  
Rise of Automation, Robotics and Artificial Intelligence
Brigette Tasha Hyacinth
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Bridget Tasha Hyacinth’s leadership book provides an excellent enterance into the emerging 
importance of artificial intelligence, robotics and automation, and casts it in the light of leadership 
considerations. The author provides a solid review of the history of artificial intelligence (AI), an 
explanation of the terms machine learning, natural language processing, and she also differentiates 
AI from robotics. She speaks to the great AI awakening and the increasing role of robotics in the 
marketplace, and makes it clear to the readers that, for better or worse, these technologies are here 
to stay and will have dramatic impact on organizations and their leaders.

The author challenges her readership to become astute in AI as AI promises to be a significant 
technological innovation throughout market sectors. She also asks probing questions about the 
ethical dilemmas that AI will place on leaders. She makes the point that AI will not replace leaders, 
but used correctly, can inform them and help them to make better decisions. Overall, the author 
reminds us that leadership remains a human endeavor and provides guidance for turbulent times. 
The rate of change is only increasing, and leaders must take steps to help organizations create value 
during digital transformations.

I recommend this book to leaders that wish to increase their understanding of technology and 
how to stay abreast of digital transformations. IAJ


