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may be predictable, but they are still effective. The author doesn’t limit himself to the sci-fi stalwart 
but also happily expounds upon other pop cultural representations, like Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein, 
and more recent fare, like the film Her.

On several occasions, ancient myth and sacred texts are referenced to connect the reader to 
commonly held ideas about human existence and creation. Such philosophical issues are on grand 
display in the final part as he attempts to persuade the reader that we should separate our sense of 
human purpose from our economic productivity and evolve to the fundamental purpose of gaining 
knowledge. It is in this final part that the author lacks credible expertise. Husain demonstrates 
excellence when theorizing about the future but falls flat when channeling the philosopher or 
theologian. It is hard not to cringe when, in the final sentence before the epilogue, he proclaims, 
“Let there be AI . . .”

Ultimately, Husain provides an honest effort at fully educating readers on an important subject. 
In a culture widely impacted by the idea of an AI caused dystopian future, a la The Terminator, it 
is no wonder that many are genuinely uneasy, if not fearful, of both narrow AI and a future sentient 
machine. Husain admits the pervasive concern held by many, to include some of the technological 
elite. He counters with a hopeful approach to the subject that is both comforting and persuasive. IAJ
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Biographies of presidents and studies on presidential leadership abound. Few catch the attention 
and imagination of the public or academia. Dr. Matthew Oyos, Professor of History at Radford 
University, has captured the attention of both audiences, providing a focused investigation and 
biography of President Theodore Roosevelt (T.R.) that not only treads new ground, but reveals 
a noteworthy genesis of change in American culture and civil-military relations that military 
professionals would be advised to read.

Oyos takes a research agenda that began at The Ohio State University with a 1993 two-volume 
doctoral dissertation chaired by renowned military historian Dr. Allan Millet and develops it into an 
immensely interesting and enlightening study that is justifiably recommended reading for today’s 
generation of military officers. Oyos, a military historian by trade, focuses his research on examining 
the interplay of war and society and how war influences the course of human history. With this 
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volume, In Command, Oyos explores the influence of war on one of the U.S.’ most consequential 
presidents and his subsequent influence on American society and the American way of war at the 
beginning of the 20th Century.

The temporal scope of the book focuses on 1897-1909 - T.R.’s time as Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy through his presidency. Historical context for the development of T.R.’s world view is 
given in the early chapters, describing him as a Janus-like figure, a Roman god “with one face 
looking forward and the other looking back.” He is found, by the author, to be romantic figure with 
conflicting dualities. He is, at once, a progressive, pushing for reform, modernization and innovation, 
and a conservative, embodying and working to preserve traditional values and “‘frontier virtues’ of 
courage, honor, duty, and physical endurance.”

The author seamlessly weaves his work with the histories of previous scholars, such as Dalton 
(1976) and Brands (1997), but magnifies his historical lens on T.R.’s approach to military affairs 
and his firm belief that military power “represented the vitality of American foreign policy…the 
vigor of the American people”. This realist approach to international relations and foreign affairs 
by T.R. is put into action, practice and policy over the course of his public service. Oyos credits 
T.R. with expanding and reorganizing the U.S. Navy, promoting the development of submarines 
and submarine warfare, expanding international basing rights, advocating for administrative reform 
and active involvement in battleship design. Roosevelt saw in the Navy “the fighting edge of an 
expansionist foreign policy.”

Oyos writes that although T.R. served as Assistant Secretary of the Navy and publicly declared 
his great admiration for the Navy, in practice and at heart, he was an U.S. Army Soldier. He was a 
combat veteran, heavily influenced by his formative military experiences as a “Rough Rider” with 
the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment in the Spanish-American War in 1898. Above all traits in 
a Soldier, T.R. valued character. Military commanders and the nature of military command required 
aggressive, inspiring, and just men of courage, duty, and honor.

Chapters Four and Five stand out to this reviewer as exceptional. In these chapters, Oyos 
explores civil-military relations during the president’s “accidental” administration, following the 
assassination of President William McKinley. Elevated to the presidency, T.R. prods the creation of 
the general staff, overhauls and expands military officer professional development and education, 
inserts himself into military personnel and promotion matters, and encourages the development of 
army aviation research and development. The friction he creates with his military elites is palpable. 
The outcomes of his agenda and policies, however, were instrumental in preparing the U.S. for 
involvement and victory in The Great War and the genesis for an evolution in American militarism 
and culture of war.

The book draws the reader in and flows beautifully, regardless of novice or expert. Readers will 
rediscover the history related to our 26th President. Along the way, they will discover new aspects 
of his leadership as it relates to the military as an institution, new influences he had on the course 
of U.S. history and international relations, and previously unknown facets of the civilian-military 
relationship he held with the U.S. military and military elites. In the end, the reader will agree with 
the author that T.R. is “one of the most important commanders in chief in American history.” IAJ




