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10 years ago: U.S. relief to Haiti following the 2010 earthquake

Ten years ago this January, a catastrophic magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck the country of Haiti, 
affecting an estimated three million people and taking over 200,000 lives. Originally aired in June 
2018, Retired Ambassador Deborah McCarthy interviews Ambassador Ken Merten and Lieutenant 
General Ken Keen about the general devastation, the loss of team members, and the massive U.S. 
disaster relief effort to Haiti following the earthquake.

The interview is part of Ambassador McCarthy’s podcast series “The General and the 
Ambassador: A Conversation.” The podcast, produced by the American Academy of Diplomacy, 
promotes interagency cooperation and can be found at http://generalambassadorpodcast.org.

McCarthy was the 2018 DACOR Visiting Professor of Diplomacy for the U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College (CGSC). The DACOR Visiting Professor of Diplomacy Program is 
conducted in partnership with the Diplomatic and Consular Officers, Retired, Inc. (DACOR) 
organization located in Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College 
Foundation. Several times a year retired senior officials, usually Ambassadors with extensive 
diplomatic experience, come to Fort Leavenworth to interact with the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College students and faculty to provide a Department of State and Chief of Mission 
perspective to the curriculum. During their visit they also interact with area universities and civic 
organizations discussing policy, regional, and political expertise, as well as speaking about careers 
in the Foreign Service.

- Simons Center

Interagency faculty support Sergeants Major Course

CGSC interagency faculty members traveled to Fort Bliss, Texas, Dec. 6, 2019, to teach 
Sergeants Major Course students at the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy (USASMA).

The CGSC Interagency faculty representatives met individually with separate classrooms to 
discuss their respective organizations and listen to student briefings on some of the agencies that 
partner with the U.S. Army. The morning’s classes were followed up with an afternoon panel for all 
the USASMA students currently studying interagency operations. After the panel, Mr. Ramzy Noel 
presented each of the CGSC faculty with framed USASMA Certificates of Appreciation.

This visit by the CGSC Interagency faculty highlights some of the many exchanges and support 
that CGSC offers to other elements within Army University.

The U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy was founded in July 1972, as a special preparation 
source for the Army’s senior enlisted leaders. Throughout its more than 46-year history, the Academy 
has taken on additional missions in the name of Noncommissioned Officer Professional Military 
Education. In recent years, with more than 24 missions under its roof, a need arose to better 
organize the institution to manage these missions and to refocus the Academy’s efforts towards the 
Sergeants Major Course. On June 22, 2018, the Sergeants Major Academy was aligned under Army 
University and the Combined Arms Center, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, (which is also CGSC’s parent 
organization) with additional reporting to Training and Doctrine Command, Fort Eustis, Virginia. 
The result of these new changes created the NCO Leadership Center of Excellence (NCOL CoE), 
an accredited academic institution under which the Sergeants Major Academy now falls.

NCOL CoE is responsible for developing, maintaining, teaching, and distributing five levels 
of Enlisted Professional Military Education – Introductory, Primary, Intermediate, Senior and 
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Executive. Each level best prepares the soldier to fight and win in a complex world as adaptive 
and agile leaders and trusted professionals of Force 2025. It is also responsible for numerous 
other missions and programs including the Battle Staff NCO Course, Commandants Pre-Command 
Course, Spouse Leadership Development Course, USASMA Fellowship program, Staff and Faculty 
Development, the Soldier’s Guide and NCO Guide.

The NCOL CoE-developed Professional Military Education courses are part of the career-long 
learning continuum and are an integral part of the Select, Train, Educate, Promote program of the 
Army Profession and affect more than 400,000 Soldiers annually. For more information visit https://
ncolcoe.armylive.dodlive.mil.

- CGSC Foundation

Ambassador Canavan conducts first visit to CGSC

The Academic Year 2020 CGSC Foundation and DACOR Visiting Professor of Diplomacy, 
Career Minister (Ret.) Ambassador Katherine Canavan conducted her fall term visit Dec. 2-6, 2019. 
Her visit included meeting in a variety of forums with more than 300 students and faculty from the 
Command and General Staff School, the School of Advanced Military Studies, Park University, the 
University of St. Mary, Kansas University, and Leavenworth High School, as well as with dozens 
of business and community leaders.

On Dec. 2, Canavan met with CGSC’s Dean of Academics, Dr. Jim Martin. She spent much of 
the day with the School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS), first with seminar groups discussing 
diplomatic chief of mission perspectives, country team operations, interagency operations and 
expectations of ambassadors. In the afternoon she participated in a SAMS Interagency Panel, 
discussing interagency operations along with representatives from several government agencies. She 
closed her first day with a dinner with CGSC senior faculty and trustees of the CGSC Foundation.

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, Ambassador Canavan visited Leavenworth High School spending time 
in an AP Government class talking to students about her career as an ambassador and her time in 
the peace corp. She also explained how ambassadors work in relation to the president. Later in the 
day she visited with students in a human psychology class at the University of St. Mary discussing 
human rights violations in the South African region.

The following morning, Ambassador Canavan visited Park University and spoke with a group of 
the university faculty and staff about security issues in Europe and answered current events questions 
about NATO and her career in the Foreign Service. Prior to speaking with the group, Canavan met 
with Erik Bergrud, Associate Vice President for University Engagement.

In the afternoon of Dec. 4, Canavan spent time with the CGSC Foundation board of trustees at 
their quarterly board meeting in downtown Kansas City.

On the final day of her visit Ambassador Canavan traveled to the University of Kansas where she 
met with students in an undergraduate African Studies/Geography class speaking about her time in 
Botswana and later presenting to students and faculty in the African and African-American Studies 
Department speaking about current issues in Africa and her experiences in executing U.S. policy in 
that region. She also delivered a luncheon presentation at KU’s Intelligence Community Center for 
Academic Excellence (ICCAE) discussing the current operational environment in Africa, including 
extremism issues and also how an ambassador works with the intelligence community in country.

The purpose of the CGSC Foundation’s DACOR Distinguished Visiting Professor of Diplomacy 


