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Committee.
The Steering Committee will govern the Council, and will be made up of representatives at the 

deputy agency head level.  IAJ

Simons Center Debuts Bigger, Better Bibliography

The Simons Center recently debuted their newly redesigned interagency bibliography available 
in the “Resources” section of their website (www.TheSimonsCenter.org). The new bibliography 
builds on the Center’s previous work in this area, and now includes over 1,200 annotated entries on 
interagency topics. The bibliography includes government reports, declassified documents, theses, 
monographs, interviews, articles, and other texts on topics ranging from national and homeland 
security to counterterrorism to legislation to humanitarian aid and peace keeping.

The bibliography includes documents from U.S. government departments and agencies, all 
branches of the military, academicians, NGOs, and international organizations. The entries have 
been organized by topic and tagged with keywords, making research on the Simons Center’s website 
easier than ever. Researchers and other interested individuals now have the option of browsing the 
bibliography by topic or using the site’s built in search engine to search for documents related to 
their interests.

The Simons Center is constantly adding new entries to the bibliography, and is looking forward 
to watching it grow and expand. If you know of a report, book, or other text that you believe would 
be an asset to the Simons Center’s interagency bibliography, please contact the Program Assistant 
at ehill@TheSimonsCenter.org.  IAJ

Report Identifies Mechanisms for Collaboration

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report in September 2012 
identifying mechanisms to implement interagency collaborative efforts. The report, GAO-12-
1022, also examined the implementation of the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 
Modernization Act of 2010, which was established to improve government performance.

GAO-12-1022 identifies the mechanisms that the federal government uses to lead and 
implement interagency collaboration. The report also identifies issues that should be considered 
when implementing these mechanisms. While conducting their research, GAO reviewed literature 
dealing with interagency collaborative mechanisms and interviewed various experts in the field of 
collaboration. GAO also reviewed previous reports involving collaborative mechanisms.

In the report, GAO stated that federal agencies use a variety of mechanisms to implement 
interagency collaborative efforts, including the use of a presidentially-appointed coordinator, 
agencies co-located within one facility, or the use of interagency task forces. These mechanisms 
can be used to address policy development, information sharing and communication, capacity 
building, and a variety of other purposes.

GAO also found that additional issues should be considered when implementing these 
mechanisms, including outcomes and accountability, leadership, participants, and resources. 
Other issues to consider included the organizational cultures of the participating agencies, the 
roles and responsibilities of those involved, and any documented agreements between participating  
agencies.  IAJ


