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State report on terrorism critical of interagency cooperation

The State Department recently released the 2015 Country Reports on Terrorism. The reports 
assesses global terrorist threats, including terrorist groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL) and the use of chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) weapons.

Many of the country reports also appraise U.S. involvement and interagency cooperation, 
calling for better coordinated efforts in countering terrorist threats and citing “limited” interagency 
coordination as an impediment to effective operations.

 - State Department

PKSOI publishes case studies on conflict, illicit power

In May, the U.S. Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute (PKSOI) published 
Impunity: Countering Illicit Power in War and Transition. The work contains a collection of case 
studies and analyses on the dynamics associated with illicit power and state weaknesses relating to 
preventing or resolving armed conflict.

Impunity addresses how to effectively respond to the illicit power structures and networks 
encountered in both conflict and post-conflict environments. These structures and networks 
undermine conflict resolution, stabilization, reconstruction, and peacekeeping efforts.

Impunity is the result of a 10-year interagency effort that included the U.S. Institute for Peace, 
the U.S. Agency for International Development, the intelligence community, international coalition 
partners, and the Departments of Defense, State, and Justice.
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Executive Order presents  
comprehensive approach to atrocity prevention

On May 18 the White House released an Executive Order that presents a comprehensive 
approach to atrocity prevention and response. The Executive Order continues the interagency 
Atrocities Prevention Board that was established via Presidential Study Directive-10 in 2012; lays 
out support from executive departments, agencies, and offices; and updates and memorializes the 
terms on which the Board will continue its mission.

The Executive Order directs that “The Board shall seek to ensure that mass atrocities and the 
risk thereof are effectively considered and appropriately addressed by the U.S. Government, and 
shall coordinate the development and execution of policies and tools to enhance our capacity to 
prevent and respond to mass atrocities.” This includes identifying gaps in current policies and 
interagency processes related to mass atrocity prevention and response, as well as developing 
policy recommendations and programmatic recommendations for agencies, offices, and existing 
interagency processes.

The order also emphasizes the importance of properly staffing, training, and funding mass 
atrocity prevention and response, and lays out guidelines for the United States Agency for 
International Development, the Departments of State and Defense, and other government entities.

The Department of State hosted a teleconference on the U.S. government’s comprehensive 
approach to atrocity prevention and response the same day the Executive Order was released.
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