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WWI in Asia topic of April Pershing Lecture

“The Great War in East Asia” was the topic of the evening as Dr. Joseph G.D. (Geoff) Babb 
presented the latest, and last of AY 2019, lecture in the General of the Armies John J. Pershing Great 
War Centennial Series at the Riverfront Community Center in downtown Leavenworth, Kansas on 
April 10.

Babb, an Associate Professor of History at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, 
explored how the First World War brought many changes to the Asia-Pacific region. Babb discussed 
the precursor events to the conflict in the Far East, as well as how the war was conducted and how 
this conflict was a harbinger of the dramatic political and military challenges of the coming decades.

Dr. Joseph G. D. (Geoff) Babb is a retired U.S. Army Special Forces lieutenant colonel. During 
his Army service, Babb served as a China Foreign Area Officer educated in Hong Kong and Beijing. 
He served in Washington, D.C., at the Defense Intelligence Agency and on the Joint Staff. He also 
was a regional desk officer in Hawaii at U.S. Pacific Command and U.S Army Pacific. He has written 
on the American military’s role in China in Volumes I and II of Through the Joint, Interagency, and 
Multinational Lens: Perspectives on the Operational Environment. His most recent publication is 
a chapter on the Korea War published in Weaving the Tangled Web: Military Deception in Large-
Scale Combat Operations, issued by Army University Press. Babb holds a bachelor’s from Bowdoin 
College, an MPA from Clark University, a master’s in East Asian Languages and Cultures and a 
doctorate in History from the University of Kansas.

The CGSC Department of Military History hosts the General of the Armies John J. Pershing 
Great War Centennial Series with support from the CGSC Foundation. The lecture series is intended 
to foster understanding of this world-changing conflict during its 100-year commemoration. More 
than any other single event, World War I was the decisive, shaping experience of the Twentieth 
Century. It was a brutal war that brought down four empires, led to revolution in Russia, and 
eventually brought the United States onto the world stage as a major power. We live with its results 
to this day.

All lectures in the series are free and open to the public. Lecture dates for academic year 2020 
will be announced at a later date.

- CGSC Foundation, Inc.

3 officers join International Hall of Fame

Three international officers were inducted into the Command and General Staff College 
International Hall of Fame in a ceremony April 4 in the Lewis and Clark Center’s Eisenhower 
Auditorium. Their portraits now hang in the IHOF hallway alongside 280 other inductees 
representing 75 different nations.

The newest inductees are Gen. Bari del Valle Sosa, chief of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed 
Forces of Argentina, CGSC class of 1995; Gen. Bipin Rawat, chief of the Army Staff of the Indian 
Army, CGSC class of 1997; and Lt. Gen. Rocky Ricardo Meade, chief of Defence Staff, Jamaica 
Defence Force, CGSC class of 2003.

“Each achieved (IHOF) eligibility by distinguishing themselves in service to their home 
nation and by rising to the highest position of uniformed leadership in their respective country’s 
militaries,” said Brig. Gen. Troy Galloway, interim Army University provost and interim CGSC 
deputy commandant. “(IHOF) inductees represent the absolute pinnacle of professional achievement 
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CIA subject of latest InterAgency Brown-Bag Lecture

Mr. Kevin Rousseau, the CGSC Distinguished Chair for National Intelligence Studies and 
a member of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), provided insight into the CIA in the latest 
presentation of the InterAgency Brown-Bag Lecture Series on April 3, in the in the Arnold 
Conference Room of the Lewis and Clark Center on Fort Leavenworth.

Rousseau touched on the history and mission of the CIA and how the CIA and its operations are 
overseen by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) and the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence (HPSCI). He also walked the attendees through the CIA’s organization in 
its five directorates – Analysis, Operations, Science and Technology, Digital Innovation and Support – and 
its Mission Centers that integrate the range of the CIA’s capabilities from the directorates to tackle 
security problems. Throughout his presentation, to the extent that he could with security constraints, 
Rousseau offered examples and also recommended books for the attendees to read.

Some of the books he recommended were:
• A Practitioner’s Handbook for Interagency Leadership published by the CGSC Foundation’s 

Col. Arthur D. Simons Center for Interagency Cooperation
• Subordinating Intelligence: The DoD/CIA Post-Cold War Relationship by David P. Oakley
• The Widow Spy by Martha D. Peterson

as senior uniform leaders.
“The leaders that we induct today represent the finest traditions of the (CGSC),” he said. “Their 

respective efforts furthered the readiness of their militaries, the security of their nations, and the 
stability of our world. I’m extremely proud of the bonds forged here at the college and the lasting 
partnerships established between our nations.”

“The conviction of hard work, dedication and integrity bring us the tools to be qualified leaders 
with vision for the future,” Sosa said. “I’ll be forever grateful to CGSC, its instructors and the class 
of 1995.”

“(CGSC) imparted knowledge that has helped me in good stead. I am quite confident that the 
leadership training that is imparted here is of the highest honor,” Rawat said. “India and the United 
States have embarked on a new mission developing a steady partnership, which we hope will hold 
us in good stead in the years ahead. Long live the India and U.S. relationship.”

“(This honor) has meant a lot to me…and it all came about because of the several things I 
learned here from the academic program to the interactions with families and just the way we do 
business here,” said Meade.

During their induction, the honorees were presented with a Life Constituent Certificate and 
an eagle statuette from the CGSC Foundation, presented by Michael D. Hockley, chair of the 
Foundation.

The IHOF was established in 1973 by CGSC, the Kansas City Chapter of the Military Order of 
World Wars, and the then-CGSC Alumni Association, now the CGSC Foundation. Induction into 
the IHOF is for international graduates of the Command and General Staff Officer Course who 
have attained one of the highest positions of military importance in their country’s armed forces 
through military merit.

The 283 current inductees are out of more than 8,000 international CGSOC graduates from 
164 countries since 1894.

- Fort Leavenworth Lamp


