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10th Annual Ethics Symposium focuses on LSCO

The U.S. Army Command and General Staff College conducted the 10th annual Fort 
Leavenworth Ethics Symposium on March 25 at the Lewis and Clark Center.

This year’s theme was “Ethical Implications of Large Scale Combat Operations.” The day-long 
symposium, cosponsored by the College and the CGSC Foundation, began with a keynote address 
by Dr. Shannon French, the CGSC Foundation Gen. Hugh Shelton Distinguished Visiting Chair of 
Ethics. Panel disscussions and breakout sessions followed.

French led off the symposium saying her concern was more ‘jus in bello,’ the ethical conduct of 
warfare, rather than ‘jus ad bellum,’ the concept of just war that considers whether we have gone to 
war for the right reasons. She challenged the 1,100 CGSC students and other symposium attendees 
to “connect to the past, and look to the future.”

She noted many of today’s hot topics have roots in history. Today’s concern about autonomous 
killer robots is a reflection of the history of land mines, also autonomous killing machines, that goes 
back hundreds of years. Medically or mechanically enhanced human warriors, transhumanism, is 
another contemporary concern.

The CGSC Foundation will publish a selection of the papers submitted for the symposium in 
a “Special Report” this summer. The Foundation will also publish other papers suitable for the 
interagency audience in the Simons Center’s InterAgency Journal at a later date.

- CGSC Foundation, Inc.

Faculty present on ethics in leadership

The eighth presentation of the InterAgency Brown-Bag Lecture Series for academic year 2019 
featured Dr. Ted Thomas, director of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College’s (CGSC) 
Department of Command and Leadership. Thomas was joined by Chaplain (Major) Jonathan Bailey, 
CGSC ethics instructor. The two presented on the topic of ethics in leadership on March 5, in the 
Arnold Conference Room in the Lewis and Clark Center on Fort Leavenworth.

Thomas and Bailey reviewed examples of failure to ethically lead in both defense and business, 
including the 7th Fleet “Fat Leonard” and Wells Fargo scandals, and posed the question “how does 
one drift from their espoused values in immoral or unethical dealing?”

After the breakout sessions, the participants gathered in the main room for lunch and to hear 
remarks from Melchiorri, who spoke in a fireside chat format with Katie Ervin, Park University’s 
associate vice president for academic operations and secretary of the CGSC Foundation board of 
trustees.

Melchiorri spoke about his background in the Air Force, his time as a Park University student 
while in uniform and the path he followed to ultimately become producer and host of his own 
programs on the Travel Channel. He centered his comments on defining, launching, elevating and 
becoming your “personal brand.”

The “Leaders of Tomorrow” symposium is one of the CGSC Foundation’s leader development 
programs which are intended for leaders who ASPIRE to learn and grow, INSPIRE them to further 
develop themselves and others, and help them MASTER the skills necessary to be better leaders. 
“AIM” is the guiding principle for these programs. Contact the CGSC Foundation for more 
information on these and other programs.

- CGSC Foundation, Inc.
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Dr. Ted Thomas is the director of the Department of Command and Leadership in the Command 
and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He graduated from the United States 
Military Academy in 1978 and served 20 years in various command and staff positions in the U.S. 
Army before retiring as a lieutenant colonel with his last assignment as battalion commander of the 
554th Engineer Battalion. He received a master’s in Civil Engineering (1986) from the University of 
Illinois, and a doctorate in Engineering Management (1998) from Missouri University of Science and 
Technology. He joined the CGSC faculty in 2005 and has served as the director of the department 
since 2007.

The InterAgency Brown-Bag Lecture Series is co-hosted by the CGSC Foundation’s 
Simons Center with the U.S. Army Command and General Staff School (CGSS). The series is 
an extracurricular, interagency topic-focused series that is intended to help enrich the CGSS 
curriculum. The presentations are scheduled each month. The CGSC Foundation and the Simons 
Center have received support for all brown-bag lectures in academic year 2019 from First Command 
in Leavenworth, Kansas.

All lectures in the InterAgency Brown-Bag Lecture Series are free and open to the public. 
As the series moniker states, the lecture series is conducted in the traditional “brown-bag lunch” 
format. Attendees are welcome to bring their own lunches into the conference room. Members of 
the public coming to the lectures from off-post will need to add extra time to check-in at the Fort 
Leavenworth visitor center.

- Simons Center

‘The General and the Ambassador’ podcast focuses on Qatar

Retired Ambassador Deborah McCarthy, the 2018 DACOR Visiting Professor of Diplomacy 
for the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC), has expanded her podcast series 
“The General and the Ambassador: A Conversation.” McCarthy’s podcast promotes interagency 
cooperation and is produced by the American Academy of Diplomacy.

The latest episode focuses on U.S. military and diplomatic partnership in Qatar and features 
General David Goldfein and Ambassador Susan Ziadeh. General David Goldfein, Chief of Staff 
of the U.S. Air Force, and Ambassador Susan Ziadeh, currently Adjunct Professor at Georgetown 
University School of Foreign Service, discuss their partnership in Qatar and the importance of joint 
U.S. military and diplomatic action in the field.

The DACOR Visiting Professor of Diplomacy Program is conducted in partnership with the 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers, Retired, Inc. (DACOR) organization located in Washington 
D.C., and the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College Foundation. Several times a year 
retired senior officials, usually Ambassadors with extensive diplomatic experience, come to Fort 
Leavenworth to interact with the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College students and 
faculty to provide a Department of State and Chief of Mission perspective to the curriculum. During 
their visit they also interact with area universities and civic organizations discussing policy, regional, 
and political expertise, as well as speaking about careers in the Foreign Service.

For more information about McCarthy’s “The General and the Ambassador” podcast, please 
visit www.generalambassadorpodcast.org.

- American Academy of Diplomacy


